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FROM THE DESK OF CHIEF EDITOR
Dr. Nishith Rai, Director

In the age of rapid urbanization, the delicate balance between urban
development and environmental sustainability has become increasingly
precarious. As our cities expand and evolve, the need for effective urban and
environmental management practices becomes imperative. This editorial
piece delves into the intricacies of this symbiotic relationship, emphasizing
the critical role of integrated strategies in fostering sustainable urban
development.

Urbanization, while a hallmark of human progress, brings with it a
multitude of challenges. Unplanned growth, increased pollution, and the
depletion of natural resources are just a few of the issues that cities worldwide
grapple with. The rapid pace of urban expansion often outpaces the
implementation of sustainable practices, leading to adverse consequences for
both the environment and the well-being of urban dwellers.

Simultaneously, the global environmental crisis demands urgent
attention. Climate change, loss of biodiversity, and resource depletion are
threatening the very foundation of our existence. The interdependence
between urban areas and the environment is undeniable, as cities contribute
significantly to environmental degradation while also bearing the brunt of its
consequences. Recognizing this interconnectedness is the first step towards
forging a path to harmonious coexistence.

To address the intricate web of challenges faced by cities today, a
holistic and integrated approach to urban and environmental management is
essential. Urban planners, policymakers, and environmentalists must
collaborate to develop strategies that promote sustainable urban
development without compromising the health of our planet. This involves
adopting eco-friendly infrastructure, implementing efficient waste
management systems, and fostering green spaces within urban landscapes.

In the era of smart cities, technology plays a pivotal role in shaping the
future of urban and environmental management. Innovative solutions such
as IoT (Internet of Things), data analytics, and Al-driven systems can be
harnessed to optimize resource usage, monitor environmental parameters,
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and enhance overall urban efficiency. Smart technologies can act as a catalyst
for sustainable development, offering real-time insights and informed
decision-making.

Furthermore, the involvement of local communities is paramount to the
success of any urban and environmental management strategy. Communities
must be empowered to actively participate in decision-making processes,
fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility. This not only strengthens
social cohesion but also ensures that the unique needs and values of each
community are considered in the development process.

The task of harmonizing urban development with environmental
sustainability is undoubtedly challenging, but it is also an opportunity to
redefine the future of our cities. By embracing integrated strategies,
harnessing smart technologies, and prioritizing community engagement, we
can create urban spaces that thrive in harmony with the environment. The
pages of this journal serve as a platform for sharing knowledge, experiences,
and innovative solutions, as we collectively strive towards the creation of
sustainable and resilient cities for generations to come.

The contribution to this end is also done by the experts, researchers,
academicians, etc. in the field of Urban Development with whose support we
at RCUES Lucknow bring out the Biannual Journal Urban Panorama. The
journal presents the refereed results of original scientific research, and new
developments in policy and practice in the fields of housing, spatial planning,
building and urban development.

The aim is to give exposure to recent developments, providing a forum
for the exchange and discussion of new ideas. The journal benefits a diverse
readership of scientists, specialists, practitioners, and policy-makers in
government and in organizations dealing with housing and urban issues.

Lucknow (Dr. Nishith Rai)
December, 2023 Director




FROM THE DESK OF EDITOR

Urban Panorama Journal seeks to serve as a valuable platform for the
exchange of research findings, ideas, and information within the realms of urban
development and the environment. Our aim is to facilitate communication among
researchers, activists, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), international
agency staff, students, and teachers. Each edition of Urban Panorama is dedicated to
exploring emerging aspects of urban and environmental issues, emphasizing their
interconnected nature. In the current issue, we present a collection of articles
authored by experts and researchers in the field of urban governance and
management.

In this issue of Urban Panorama, Gautam Makwana, in his paper titled,
‘Social Intervention in the Peripheral Urbanization from a Cultural Relevance Perspective’,
addresses the need for intervention in the peri-urban regions characterized by a lack
of habitability, marginality, and segregation. The focus is on developing person-
centered design techniques through a qualitative approach that actively involves the
community in the social production of the environment. The goal is to create an
inclusive city's imaginary by incorporating cultural narratives, signs, codes, and
symbols, drawing on the memories and recollections of the occupants. The paper
emphasizes methodologies such as community engagement, collaboration with
locals, and the delivery of a designed product that enhances memory and identifies
the desired urban space. The ultimate aim is to create defensible spaces that respect
citizen participation, devoid of borders or limits.

Vinay M. Agrawal and Onkar K. Chothe, in their joint paper in his paper
titled, “Application of Ultra-Fine Material with Fly Ash in Ternary Mortar for Replacement
of Ordinary Portland Cement’, investigates the potential of utilizing industrial by-
products, specifically Fly Ash (FA) and Ultra-Fine Slag (UFS), as Supplementary
Cementitious Materials (SCMs) in the construction industry. The study aims to
understand the interaction between Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC), FA, and UFS
in ternary mortar combinations with varying ratios. By substituting OPC with FA
and UFS, the paper seeks to reduce the environmental impact associated with OPC
production, particularly the release of hazardous gases, mainly carbon dioxide. The
research evaluates the effects of different ratios of FA and UFS on the price, strength,
and workability of mortars in comparison to a reference mortar. The ultimate goal is
to identify optimal ratios that meet strength requirements while minimizing OPC
usage, thereby contributing to sustainability by reducing carbon dioxide emissions
and addressing waste disposal challenges in the construction industry.







