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FROM THE DESK OF CHIEF EDITOR
Dr. Nishith Rai, Director

The world is affected by intersected economic, social, and environmental
challenges of a magnitude difficult to comprehension, much less address. Population
growth and urbanization are at the center of these challenges, with 2.5 billion additional
people expected to be living in urban places by 2050.

For a significantly long time cities have been the engines of economic development
and revolution and they are the main players in macroeconomics. As per The Economic
Survey, from 1991 to 2011, there is an increase of a quarter to a third of the percentage of
India’s population living in cities and towns and this sections contributes to more than
three-fifths of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP). Fueling that growth is the
country’s urbanization, which is accelerating speedily in outright numbers, although not
as fastif considering decadal growth rates. Urbanization acts as a double-edged sword, as
itbrings magnificence but also new challenges along with it.

Over the last 20 years, cities have developed as the world’s economic stage for
manufacturing, invention and vocation. The swift economic development usually
concomitant with urbanization can be moderately credited to structural change, as work-
hand moves from the agrarian sector to commerce and services. Cities provide significant
openings for both formal and informal engagement, creating a substantial portion of fresh
private-sector employments. Urbanization has facilitated many to get out of insufficiency
through increased yield, employment openings, better-quality of life and all-
encompassing investment in infrastructure and services. The trans-formative influence of
urbanization has in part, been enabled by the speedy positioning of ICT. It can also be
credited to agglomeration and scale economies, as closeness and concentration reduce the
per capita costs of providing infrastructure and service.

Urbanization aids in creating knowledge abundance and gaining expertise that
hugely augment the output of urban inhabitants. Urbanization has also given birth to
many Socio-Economic challenges. The sheer scale of the urban population, chaotic and
unforeseen growth of urban areas and a lack of infrastructure are the main reasons of such
a state. Poverty, joblessness and underemployment among the rural settlers, beggary,
thefts, robberies and other social vices are on rampage. Urban spread is quickly infringing
valuable farming land. The urban population of India had already crossed the 285 million
mark by 2001. By 2030, more than 50 per cent of India’s population is expected to live in
urban areas. Migration will last as urban areas act as a core of economic development.
Problem of slums is about to increase and thus posing a challenge to the public health
system. The problem of joblessness is no less grave than the problem of housing
mentioned above. Urban joblessness in India is estimated at 15 to 25 per cent of the labour
force. This percentage is even higher among educated people.
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The quick growth of urban population both regular and through migration is
putting stress on public conveniences like housing, sanitation, transport, water,
electricity, health, education and so on. It is evident that the cost of living in cities is too
high and is increasing by the day. The natural consequence of unrestrained, unforeseen
and random growth of urban areas is the development of slums and unlawful resident
settlements which present a prominent feature in the environmental structure of Indian
cities, especially of city centres. Growth in artificial and natural disasters is another trial
because of inadvertent cities.

Urban development should not be done in isolation and should consider the
human aspects as well. In order to create an atmosphere of sustainability playgrounds,
green areas, open spaces, walkways, and public parks have to be purposely created.
Digital India program and Information technology solutions must be made available at
reasonable price to all sections of society. Connecting the existing digital divide should be
of prioritised for sovereign operation of urban areas. The policy proposal by the
government to concentrate on peripheral areas is a welcoming step.

The flagship schemes like the Smart Cities, AMRUT, Housing for All, HRIDAY and
Swachh Bharat are intended to not only address various shortfalls but to deliver healthier
urban governance, also pursue to create Indian cities and towns centres of development
and sustainable growth. A chain of reforms through incentives and deterrents have been
putin place to attain these objectives. Also, the government is endorsing ground-breaking
measures like waste-to-energy, waste-to-compost and the reuse of building and
demolition waste as part of sustainable urbanisation. Urban areas are living ecosystems
and have to be managed thus.

The contribution to this end is also done by the experts, researchers,
academicians, etc. in the field of Urban Development with whose support we at
RCUES Lucknow bring out the Biannual Journal Urban Panorama. The journal
presents the refereed results of original scientific research, and new
developments in policy and practice in the fields of housing, spatial planning,
building and urban development.

The aim is to give exposure to recent developments, providing a forum for
the exchange and discussion of new ideas. The journal benefits a diverse
readership of scientists, specialists, practitioners, and policy-makers in
government and in organizations dealing with housing and urbanissues.
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Lucknow (Dr. Nishith Rai)
December, 2020 Director




FROM THE DESK OF EDITOR

The Journal Urban Panorama aims to provide an effective means for
the exchange of research findings, ideas and information in the fields of
urban development and environment among researchers, activists and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) international agency staff, students and
teachers.

With every new issue of Urban Panorama, we focus on newer areas of
urban and environmental issues and their interconnections. In this issue, we
have a bouquet of articles by experts and researchers in the field of urban
governance and management.

In this issue of Urban Panorama, Dr. Shailendra Kumar and Dr.
Santosh Kumar Singh, in their joint paper titled; “Urban Sanitation: A Study
on Impact of Swachh Bharat Mission in Varanasi City” purports to examine
the awareness and participation of urban dwellers in urban sanitation
programs. The paper is based on a major research study conducted in
Varanasi city of Uttar Pradesh. The study covered a sample of 515
households from all the major administrative zones of the Municipal
Corporation. The survey was conducted with the help of structured
interview schedule. The filed in interview schedules were thoroughly
checked and processed through use of SPSS while results were discussed,
interpreted and analysed besides critical appreciation of pertinent literature.

Dr. Baby Kizhakkekalam, in her paper tilted: ‘Decentralised Local
Planning and Economic Development with Special Reference to
Kerala’discusses about the push factor from the rural economy, which
includes lack of employment opportunities, rural poverty and unsustainable
livelihood. Indian cities are extremely hazardous for migrants, since they live
on the edge of the city and they still migrate because the push factor from
rural areas is strong. The paper highlights that the Cities in India will need to
create housing, provide access to quality education, health care services,
water, and sanitation and transportation infrastructure to accommodate the
flow of migrants. For that Urban planning is critical to ensure success of cities
and urban development. Decentralized and regional planning can promote
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active participation of local people in implementing various local
programmes. Participatory Planning allows local bodies to make informed
decisions. The paper reflects on the fact that the Urban Local bodies depend
heavily on grants from state and central government for funds hence greater
autonomy should be given to urban local bodies through integrated regional
local level planning.

Prof (Dr.) Indrasen Singh, in his paper titled, ‘Imperative of Real Estate
(Regulation and Development) Act, 2016 on Real Estate Sector in
India’focuses on the need for the Act as housing sector is one of the top
contributors to country’s GDP and employment creation. Despite that the
real estate sector has remained by and large unregulated. The Real estate
(Regulation and Development) Act, 2016 is an act of the parliament of India.
An act to establish the real estate regulatory authority for regulation and
promotion of the real estate sector and to ensure sale of plot, apartment or
building, as the case may be, or sale of real estate project, in an efficient and
transparent manner and to protect the interest of consumer in the real estate
sector and to establish an adjudicating mechanism for speedy dispute
release.

Onkar K. Chothe and Vinay Mohan Agrawal, in their joint paper titled,
‘Implications of Solid Waste Management in India: Challenges,
Technologies, Polices and Outcomes’focuses on the present municipal solid
waste management system, policies and practices followed by Indian
societies. The focus of this study are in terms of the current challenges, scope
for mitigation, suggestions, and comparative statements among the different
areas dealing with solid waste. The authors suggest that the study will help
new researchers and policy managers to have corporate insights to the
industrialist and hence to help the society to keep the environment
sustainable, clean and green.

Dr. A. K. Singh, in his paper titled, ‘Municipal Finance and Role of
Central Finance Commission in India’, highlights how urban local
governments are entrusted with a set of responsibilities of providing basic
urban amenities and services to the people. And they are dependent on
states and centre for grant in aid and loans as the own resources of ULBs
are grossly inadequate. The mismatch between functions and municipal
resources lead to efforts for additional resource mobilization to fulfil the




commitments by the ULBs but they are not adequate due to various
factors. The paper attempts to examine the recent trends in municipal
finances in India in the context of 15" Finance Commission report
recommendations.
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It is expected that the readers at large will be benefitted by the content
and new presentation of the journal. Urban Panorama has achieved the
present status due to all round support from our authors, referees, members
of Editorial & Advisory Board of the journal and also time to time guidance
and suggestions from the officials of the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Govt. of India, New Delhi, and of course the readers.

[ am sure joint efforts of all of us will make our task easier to achieve the
heights of new successes in the field of Urban Development education and

research through such publications.

Lucknow Rachna Rishi
December, 2020 Publication Officer
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