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ü Urban green spaces provide safe play space for children, contribute to 

childrens’ physical, mental and social development and play an important 

role in the basic education of schoolchildren with regard to the 

environment and nature. 

 
Planning Perspective 
ü From the planning perspective, a hierarchy and network of quality green 

spaces integrating residential areas with commercial and other uses 

improve the accessibility and attractiveness of local facilities and 

employment centers. 

ü Well-designed networks of green spaces help encourage people to travel 

safely by foot or by bicycle for recreation. 

ü Furthermore, well-designed urban green spaces provide a barrier to noise 

and can effectively function as visual barriers. 

 
Economic Benefits -  
ü Property owners value urban greenery by the premium they pay to live in 

the neighbourhood of urban green spaces and public parks. Plots and flats 

abutting park add to value. In densely populated areas this effect is even 

more pronounced. For example, view of green spaces and proximity to 

water bodies increases the real estate prices. 

ü Impact of neighbourhood parks on the transaction price of multi-storied 

residential units in cities illustrate the fact that neighbourhood parks could 

increase price. 

ü Urban shady trees offer significant benefits in reducing building air-

conditioning load and improving urban air quality by reducing smog. The 

savings associated with these benefits vary widely by climatic region. 
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and is developed to provide vital lung spaces. As per Master Plan of Delhi-2021, 

a District Park has to be provided for a population of 2, 50,000 and normally 

developed at the city level with an area of 40,000 sqm. 

Neighborhood Park: Neighborhood Park is developed at the neighborhood 

level for a population of 10,000. The Park is conveniently located within the 

developed residential areas at walking distance and is planned on an area of 

2,000-4,000 sqm. 

Totlots: Totlots are the lowest level in the hierarchy of green areas, planned for 

a population of 2,500 as play-areas for children with an area of 125 sqm. 

Playgrounds: Playgrounds are provided normally in the educational institutions 

for the use of the school and college students. They are also provided at the 

neighborhood level for a population of 5,000. 

Green Belt (Buffer): Green Belts Include green girdle, park belt, rural belt, rural 

zone, agriculture belt, country belt, agriculture green belt. Agriculture belt, rural 

and country belt are synonymous terms and they refer to a stretch of the country 

side around and between towns separating one from the other.  These areas are 

predominantly farm lands and they support agriculture and related functions. 

They may or may not be in ownership of the town/city/local body. 

Green girdle, rural zone and park belt represent a similar idea, concept and 

function as the green belt. A green belt is defined as an area of land 

predominantly agricultural in character and located around the proposed 

urbanisable limits of the urban centre (town/city/) and legally established in order 

to:  

• Check the further growth of built up areas; 

• Preserve neighbouring towns from merging into one another; or 

• Preserve a special character of a town. 

 
Green Strip: A green strip is developed on a vacant land for example land 

under high tension power supply lines. It is also developed along the arterial 

roads separating residential areas from other uses. 

Tree Cover- Trees planted along the roads within the right-of-way and on the 

central verge (median). 



 

TCPO, G

 

The qu

world. 

propos

forest 

oxygen

develo

20sqm

that cit

inhabit

residen

yardsti

Abercr

of open

The pla

whole, 

along e

 
Aarhus

The G

1970s.

suppor

dwellin

sqm. I

essent

and gre

garden

urban 

corrido

 
Green 

from 1

urban g

per pe

GoI, MoUD 

Internatio

uantum of g

In the 20

sed a stand

area per 

n so as to

ped count

 park area

ties should

ant. The W

nts live wit

ck, which 

rombie form

n space pe

an also ex

and to be

existing an

s, with a p

reen Struc

 The polit

rt. It has 

ng should 

n terms o

ially be de

een space

ns, urban 

greenways

ors connec

space cov

.9% (Reg

green spa

rson in Cá

onal norms

green spac

0th centur

dard of 40

capita for

o meet the

ries have t

a per capita

d provide 9

WHO also

thin a 15 

refers to L

mulated the

er 1000 po

xplained tha

e co-ordina

nd new roa

population

cture Plan 

tical vision

been used

be more t

of structura

eveloped a

es are: Pat

forest patc

ys), and Ne

ting the pa

verage in 

ggio di Ca

ces per ca

ádiz, Fuen

s for Urba

ce required

ry, experts

0 sqm gree

r achieving

e ecologic

tended to 

a. The Wo

9 sqm of un

o suggests

minute wa

London but

e Greater 

opulation w

at all forms

ated into a

ds forming

 of 0.3 mi

was prep

n of Aarhu

d to contr

than 500 m

al diversity

as network

tch (urban

ches etc.),

etwork st

atches). 

cities varie

alabria, It

apita varied

nlabrada a

an Green S

d per capit

s in Germ

en space o

g a balan

al balance

adopt a ge

rld Health 

ndevelope

 designing

alk to an o

t has relev

London Pl

was a reas

s of open 

a closely-li

g the links b

llion is the

ared as p

us surroun

rol urban g

metres fro

y, green s

ks. Three 

domestic

, Corridor

tructure (l

ed marked

aly) to 46

d by two o

and Almeria

Urba

Spaces 

a varies in

many, Japa

of high qua

nce betwe

e of huma

eneral stan

Organizat

d (unpave

g green ar

open spac

vance to a

an in 1946

onable figu

space nee

nked park

between th

e second l

art of the

nded by fo

growth an

m a green

spaces in 

main com

gardens, p

r (roads, a

layout of a

dly, averag

6% (Ferrol

orders of m

a (Spain) 

an Green G

 different c

an and ot

ality or 14

en carbon

an well-bei

ndard of g

ion (WHO)

ed) open sp

rea networ

ce. There 

ny other c

6 proposing

ure to ado

ed to be co

k system, w

he larger p

largest city

planning r

orest had 

nd to set s

n area of a

urban sy

ponents o

public and 

avenues, w

all the pat

ging 18.6%

l, Spain). 

magnitude, 

and Regg

Guidelines, 2

P

contexts of

ther count

0 sqm sub

n dioxide 

ng. Curre

green spac

) recomme

pace for ev

rks so tha

is yet ano

city. Sir Pat

g that 1.62

pt for Lond

onsidered a

with parkw

parks.  

y in Denm

reforms of 

strong pu

standards;

at least 6,

ystems sho

of urban fo

private pa

walkways 

tches and 

% and rang

Availability

from 3-4 s

gio di Cala

2014 

Page | 8  

f the 

tries 

burb 

and 

ntly, 

ce of 

ends 

very 

at all 

other 

trick 

2 Ha 

don. 

as a 

ways 

mark. 

f the 

ublic 

; no 

,000 

ould 

orest 

arks, 

and 

the 

ging 

y of 

sqm 

abria 



 

TCP

(Ita

(Fra

Urb

to 5

an a

 
Cur

In t

cap

dev

 
Can

ope

eco

Zea

 
Tok

cap
 
 

PO, GoI, MoU

ly) to more

ance). 

ban tree co

55% in Bat

average tr

ritiba, with

the 1970s,

pita. A clea

veloped gre

nberra pla

en spaces

ological ve

aland has 2

kyo suffers

pita, but it h

UD 

e than 300 

over in the 

ton Rouge

ee canopy

h a populat

 growing p

ar priority a

een space

anned by S

 that harb

egetation. 

200sqm pe

s from a s

has a large

sqm in Liè

United S

, Louisiana

y cover of 2

tion of 17 

population 

and consist

s, which no

Sir Walter 

bor more 

Despite 

er capita of

hortfall of 

e forest of 2

 

ège (Belgiu

tates rang

a, containin

27% of urb

Lakh (1.7 

had reduc

tent efforts

ow measu

Griffin ha

than 40%

developm

f green spa

open spac

21,630 Ha

Fig. 5.2: Pa

Fi

U

um), Oulu

ges from 0.

ng approxi

ban areas.

million), is

ced urban

s by local a

re 51.5 sq

s an exten

% of the n

ent press

ace. 

ce which a

 to conserv

anoramic Vi

ig. 5.1: Pano

Urban Gree

(Finland) a

.4% in Lan

imately 3.8

s one of Br

 green spa

authorities h

m per cap

nsive integ

nationally 

sures, We

verages 6

ve water. 

iew of plan

oramic View

en Guideline

and Valenc

ncaster, Ca

8 billion tre

razil’s large

ace to 1 s

have succe

ita. 

grated netw

listed thre

ellington i

.1 to 8.5 s

ned Urban 

w of Urban

es, 2014 

Page | 9

ciennes 

alifornia 

ees with 

e cities. 

sqm per 

essfully 

work of 

eatened 

n New 

sqm per 

Greens

 Sprawl

 



 

TCPO, G

 
 
Due to

is incre

natural

as the 

bridge 

anothe

made t

on the 

reveals

sqm in

like Va

the WH

Amritsa

that in 

open s

that Gr

most o

 

Further

illustrat

and Am

out to 

popula

authori

 

From a

well as

their ur

area a

cities la

counte

GoI, MoUD 

Urban Gre

o unpreced

easing. Th

l environm

cities and 

this gap 

er reason f

to analyze

data given

s that the 

 Chennai t

aranasi, Ch

HO prescri

ar have les

Greenfiel

space work

reater NOI

of the reside

r, it may 

te the fact

mritsar; mo

more tha

ation and p

ities to ma

a global pe

s per capit

rban green

nd 25 sqm

ag far beh

erparts in A

 

een Space

dented urba

e concretiz

ent. The s

towns exp

between 

for poor d

e the area 

n in their re

existing a

to 278 sqm

handigarh, 

bed norm 

ss than the

d Townsh

ks out to 27

DA Master

ential sect

also be s

t that the p

ost of the 

an 10% p

proposed 

ke conscio

erspective, 

ta availabi

n spaces o

m to 100 sq

ind in qual

Australia, E

es: The In

anization, 

zation of c

space to be

perience g

people an

evelopmen

under recr

espective M

availability 

m in Greate

Jaipur, Bh

of 9 sqm w

e norm ran

ips like G

78 sqm wh

r Plan has 

ors earma

seen that 

proposed 

cities are

per capita

area unde

ous efforts 

although t

lity of gree

often have

qm urban 

lity as well

Europe and

dian Scen

the gap be

cities and t

e utilized fo

rowth. Urb

nd nature.

nt of urban

reation/ope

Master Pla

of per cap

er NOIDA s

hopal, Allah

whereas c

nging from 

reater NO

hich is very

provided a

rking large

the Maste

area unde

in accorda

a of open 

er open s

for adherin

there are w

en spaces

20% to 40

green spa

 as quantit

d North Am

Urba

nario 

etween city

towns has 

or open gr

ban greene

 High pop

n greenery

en space f

ns. A peru

pita open 

signifying t

habad and

cities like B

1% to 5%

OIDA, the p

y high. This

ample spa

e chunks of

er Plans o

er open sp

ance with 

space b

space. How

ng to the W

wide variati

s, cities in 

0% covera

aces per ca

ty of urban

merica. (Re

an Green G

y inhabitan

adversely

reen has b

ery is one 

pulation d

y. An attem

for differen

usal of the f

space var

the wide va

 NOIDA ha

Bengaluru, 

%. It is inter

per capita 

s is illustrat

ce for urba

f land unde

of selected

pace excep

WHO norm

ased on 

wever, it i

WHO norm

ions both i

the world 

age of tota

apita. Mos

n open spa

f: Table 6.

Guidelines, 2

Pa

nts and na

y impacted

become lim

of the way

ensity is 

mpt has b

nt cities ba

following ta

ries from 0

ariation. C

ave more t

Ludhiana 

resting to n

availabilit

ted by the 

an greens 

er green. 

d Indian c

pt for Chen

ms and wo

the projec

is for the 

ms in future

n coverage

renowned

l geograph

t of the Ind

aces than t

1, page 11

2014 

age | 10  

ature 

 the 

mited 

ys to 

also 

been 

ased 

able 

0.81 

ities 

than 

and 

note 

y of 

fact 

with 

cities 

nnai 

orks 

cted 

city 

. 

e as 

d for 

hical 

dian 

their 

1) 



  Urban Green Guidelines, 2014 

TCPO, GoI, MoUD  Page | 11  

Table 6.1: Area under “Recreation” in Indian cities. (existing and proposed) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Source: Compiled from Master Plans of Indian cities









































 






